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| W o 1970 Buick GSX
i is straight out of a

teen-age beach
movie. “Rottweiler on
Board!”’ announces a
triangular sign hanging
from the right rear win-
dow. On the left wind
the owner proclaim
“Proud-to Bé Italian.” As
the Saturnsyellow car
pakses for a red light ora
qmet I\Jewberg street, a_

eases to a halt
alongside. The driver -
glances'over, expecting:to’
see a Sean Penn look-a-
like. Instead, an elderly
priest with the curly white °
hair and puckish features
of a Neapohtan pastry ]
- - chef grins bag
The Rev. Aldo-Carlo Or-
so-Manzonetta is not yolir
run-of-the-parish clergy-.

man. E

For one thing, the 64-
year-old pastor of St.
Peter’s Catholic Church in
Newberg relishes the dou-

wheel of his classic sports
ar. *'Only.499. of this

: model'were thade,” he ex-
-claims, figuring that his
may be the only GSX still
running in Oregon: “I've

.- +hit 115 miles-per-hout:in it — but never in Yamhill
:County,” he.adds. The:quick recovery is needed ina
ere po icemen give a wave when

or the congregation aecused him: ofg'ﬂaunt-
ing” his ethinic acki
As Bob Blga oW, régu
Father Aldo i§

t the small kitchen table in his rectory, Father”
Aldo shrugs while sipping black: coffee from a
white mug emblazoned with-the reddetters “KISS
THE COOK.” “T'vé:§éeni tdo many priests: become
sour and recluslve in their old -age,” he says gently.
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The Rev. Aldo Catlo'Orso-Manzongtia and his 1970 Buick GSX.

“I won't just put in my time; I refuse to grow old. I'll
do what I can for as long as Ican.”

Thirty-seven years a priest this June, Father Aldo
was born on Portland’s east side; the son of Italian
immigrants who came to America t6 work in a
arried at St. Michael’s.

Graduating from Washington High School in'1941 — .

the same year, he points-out, that class president and

football team captain Vic. Ahyeh graduated — young

rso-Manzonetta went o to attend the University of
d, then St.‘Thorias Seminary in Denver:

After his (gd.mauon in Portland in. 1950, his eatly.

y
He served'as assxstant to Monmgnor Thomas J. Tobin
in:Northeast Portland, then as chaplam at the Merey
Home in North Berid, before

land historic landmark in 1971. '
Like Michael Balest who remained at St.

_-_chael’s.for 49 years béfore him, Father-Aldo h:

expected to die serving his ‘beloved national Ttalian®
church. But a 1982 edict ordered that Catholic priests
in the Portland Archdiocese be rotated regularly to
new parishes. Having beeti at St. Michael’s for more

than 20 years, Father Aldo was forced to move and. .

settled on St. Peter’s in Newberg.

JIn his new rectory, the pjastor?)ends to tug the

ith Pizazz

ears of a 5-year-old rot-
tweiler named Massimina,
the successor to a dog
named Heidi, who fre-
quently strolled up to the
sanctuary during Mass at
St. Michael’s.

“I was giving a homily
on-how the spiritual grace
accrued in church seems
to dissipate on the way
home,” Father Aldo re-
calls of the dog’s first such
visit. “The bickering re-
sumes in the car, I was
saying; and by the time -
the farnily.walks through
the front door, the father

* is-usually
thing like, ‘Who let the
dog in?" The congregation
roared with laughter. But
it wasonly when I turned
away, from the pulpit that

out why. Heidi had _

plopp “herself down on
my potiat the altar.”

sitation rights at
St Peter S.

ndreds of operatic
classical music
jam a:bookcase in
‘Aldo’s rectory,
révealinga love affair that
rivals his delight in his
pet. As a close'friend of former Portland Opera Direc-
tor Herb Weiskopf, the: priest was-a familiar back-
stage figure for many years:before Weiskopf’s death,
Besides serving as the auditorium’s unofficial chap-
lain; he recalls, “I made my debut as an Ethloplan
slave in *Aida.’ Then T was lamp extinguisher in ‘The
Barber of Seville’” -

Although his spear-carrying operatic.career.is a
thing of the past, cooking remains a priesent passion.
His recipe for suceess: dlshmg up prodigiets
amounts of gourmet: fare ~ and, with gusto. It has
served as a way of getting. acquaitited: with-lis con-
gregation, and Fathi o relishies opportumtles to
cater multlcourse TS,
leaders and

Father Aldo"s tou
Lookirig ahead to that event, the irrepressible priest
notes:that the men: line-of work are allowed to- -
retire at 70, But he doulits that he will. “What would I
do?”he asks

“Once you leave a place, it's.a chiapter closed,” the’
cleric says: Although he would haye preferred to end
his.own bogk at th World‘ anctuary that is St.
chhael syhe says, “you ean’'t:do good work:by drag-
ging your past. You justdo your best.” [NV
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